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During the period of 42 years covered by the table, great changes have occurred
in the character of the leading imports, due to developments both in the industrial
orgamization. of the country and the goods consumed by the people. Thus many
present-day leading imports such as crude petroleum, automobiles and parts, arti-
ficial silk, electric apparatus, aluminium, were in 1890 either non-existent or formed
very insignificant items of trade. Imports of farm implements in 18%0 amounted
to only $161,000 but, due to the tremendous agricultural expansion in Canada since
that time as well a8 to increasing mechanization of agricultural operations, imports
of farm implements have grown to a large item in spite of the wide development of
their manufacture within the country. On the other hand, a number of the leading
imports of 1390, such as woollen goods and raw wool, sugar and products, cotton
goods and raw cotton, tesa, grain products and meats, have become relatively much
less important as imports. Then again, there were certain leading imports in 1890,
such as coal, rolling-mill products, machinery and fruits, which still remain among
the chief items of imports owing to the ahsence of coal and high grade iron ore
deposits in the central portion of Canada where population and industry arve chiefly
concentrated, and to the demand for fruits which cannot be grown in Canada.

It is estimated that about one-third of the imports during recent years have
been for use in the various industries of the Dominion. The decrease in imports of
such commodities in the past three years has been about proportional $o the decrease
in total imports. Of the leading 62 commodities imporied in the fiscal year 1932 for
further manufacture in Canada, 49-8 p.c. by value was raw materials, 24-4 p.ec.
partly manufactured and 25-8 p.c. was classed as fully or chiefly manufactured
goods such as automobile parts and engines, rolling-mill products, ete.

CANADA'S LEADING IMPORTS, FISCAL YEARS, 1800, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930 AND 1932,
(Commodities arranged in order of importance, 1932

Commodity. 1899, 1900, . 1910, 1928, 1930. 1832,
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2,400,851 3,183,407 8,815‘462 33.483,270] 34,277,882 22,479,252

6,452,654 8,610,845 14,962,770 73.618.364| 27,087.156] 22,398,080
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